LYNDON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
Monday, February 2, 2026

The Lyndon City Council met in regular session at Lyndon City Hall at 7:00 p.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Morrison called the meeting to order.

a) ROLL CALL: City Clerk called roll of the City Council. Mayor Steve
Morrison, Council President Lynn Atchison and members, Kevin Culley, and

Kevin Heit were present. Hannah Wilson and Katie Shepard were absent with
notification.

CITY STAFF: Pat Walsh, City Attorney; Julie Stutzman, CMC, City Clerk;
Randy Gregory, Public Works Director and Amanda Williams, Chief of Police.

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Lewelling, Ottawa Sanitation; Charles Hanna, and
George Stutzman.

2. APROVAL OF MINUTES:

a) Atchison made the motion to approve the January 20, 2026 minutes as
amended. Heit seconded, motion carried.

3. PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUATION 7:15 P.M.:

a) 903 Washington - Ratcliff: At7:15 p.m., Atchison made the motion to open the
public hearing in regards to the 903 Washington property. Heit seconded;
motion carried. The Council was provided the letter that was sent to Ms.
Ratcliff dated August 18, 2025.

The City Attorney stated that the Council held a hearing on November 3rd, at
which Ms. Ratcliff appeared in person. During that hearing, the City presented

evidence, including photographs and testimony from Ordinance Enforcement
Officer Randy Gregory.

According to the City Attorney, at that time there was no dispute that the
structure was unsafe, dilapidated, and unfit for human habitation. It was also
not disputed that the structure could not be repaired due to its deteriorated
condition.
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Ms. Ratcliff requested that the hearing be continued to February 2nd so that
she could develop a plan to have the structure torn down. She indicated that
she had been in contact with an individual regarding the removal; however,
she is not present this evening,

The City Attorney advised that, in order to proceed formally, a resolution will
need to be drafted. He stated that, without the individual being present, the
Council must establish a reasonable date by which she is required to commence
work on removing the structure in question.

Under the current ordinance, a commencement date must be set within a
reasonable period of time, which is generally interpreted as several months,
typically ranging from three to six months. If the individual is given this
reasonable timeframe and fails to commence work by the deadline established
by the Council, the Council would then need to seek bids on behalf of the City
for removal of the structure. Any associated costs would subsequently be
assessed to the property taxes. The City Attorney noted that a pre-mature bid
was included in the packet and felt it was a double of the normal cost.

The City Attorney recommended the council set the deadline for
commencement of work on the structure for sometime this summer. He stated
that this structure will probably be more expensive than most and the bid may
not be totally out of line because it is part of the same structure and not a
separate structure.

The Council set the deadline for commencement of work for May 18, 2026. If
the work is not commenced on or before this date, the city will proceed with
soliciting bids for approval at the first meeting in June.

At7:21 p.m., Atchison made the motion to close the public hearing and return
to regular session. Culley seconded; motion carried.

4. CONSENT AGENDA:

a) Heit made the motion to approve the bills from January 20 to February 2 as

set forth. Atchison seconded; motion carried.
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5. CORRESPONDENCE TO COUNCIL:

e January/February Edition of the Kansas Government Journal.

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a)

OTTAWA SANITATION - PROPOSED SERVICE CHANGES: Tim Lewellyn
with Ottawa Sanitation was in attendance to speak with the Council about
changes to the trash service.

The Mayor stated that they held a meeting with Mr. Lewellyn and Jamie Moss
from Ottawa Sanitation which included himself, the Public Works Director as
well as the Accounts Clerk on January 220 to discuss current changes and
complaints the city is receiving.

One change being proposed is that trash pickup on Ash Street from 4t to 10t
and 8t Street from Washington to Jefferson be added to the Tuesday route
due to the condition of the roads and the use of a smaller truck by Ottawa.
Mr. Lewellyn voiced his concern about using the smaller truck versus the ASL
truck. He stated they would put tags on the carts to try and help residents
put the carts a little farther out on the street to keep the ASL truck in the center
of the road.

The other change proposed is to have bulk pickup once a month instead of
every week on the first Tuesday of every month starting in March and
residents can dispose of up to 2 yards of bulk waste per month. 4

After lengthy discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to make the
changes to bulk pick up to the first Tuesday, however, hold off on adding any
more regular pick ups on Tuesdays for the time being.

CITY-FACILITATED TRASH SERVICE ESTIMATES: The Council was
provided rough cost estimates for the possibility of providing city-owned
trash services which was review and discussed at length. No action taken.

7. NEW BUSINESS:

a)

RESOLUTION 2026-01 - ANNUAL GAAP WAIVER: Atchison made the
motion to approve the resolution. Culley seconded; motion carried.
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b) RESOLUTION 2026-02 - 2026 EDITION OF THE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK:
Heit made the motion to approve the resolution. Atchison seconded; motion
carried. It was noted that the handbook will be etfective as of February 2, 2026.

c¢) REMOVAL OF ASH TREE @ 302 WEST 6™: Council reviewed the quote from
J&T Service for removal of the Ash Tree in the amount of $1,000. It was noted
the tree is bigger in diameter and has power lines through the branches. The
Public Works Director stated he could contact Evergy to be put on the list to
trim the branches near the power line and maintenance cuts it down. Council
tabled the matter.

d) REQUEST TO SELL PD EQUIPMENT: Chief Williams provided Council with
items she wishes to sell that the department no longer uses. She also stated
that former Police Chief David Forkenbrock has asked to purchase his tactical
pants from the city. Atchison made the motion to allow the Chief to advertise
the removed car parts to sell. Heit seconded; motion carried. Atchison made
the motion to sell David Forkenbrock three pairs of duty pants at $20 each.
Culley seconded; motion carried. It was noted the lighter equipment could be
advertised on Ebay.

e) RESIGNATION OF PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMBER:
The Mayor stated he has received a letter of resignation from Travis Brown
who serves on the Planning and Zoning Commission. Heit made the motion
to approve the resignation. Culley seconded; motion carried.

f) QUOTE FOR HEADWORKS PLANT HEATER: The Public Works Director
provided the Council with 2 quotes for replacement of the heater in the sewer
headworks plant. The quotes included Theel in the amount of $19,000 and
another quote from MSC for a cost of $7,251.68 ($3,625.84 times two). The
Public Works Director stated if the city purchased the ones from MSC that his
department would install the heaters. Heit made the motion to approve the
purchase of the heaters from MSC in the amount of $7,251.68. Culley seconded;
motion carried.

8. STAFF REPORTS:

a) CITY CLERK: Report dated February 2, 2026 was reviewed.
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o Atchison asked about the lot split and the Clerk stated that Micah Bryant
is wanting to split the lot at True Brew which will allow him to sell the

property.

b) PUBLIC WORKS: Maintenance Activity report dated January 20 to February
2 was reviewed.

¢ Heit noted the bucket truck was able to be cleaned up.

e Begin work on removing the old clarifier behind the water plant to the
fenced in area can be utilized.

e Water leak repair at 7t and Madison was discussed. Culley stated the
manhole in that location is one of the deepest ones in town. He also
inquired if any seepage from the leak is running into that manhole. The
Public Works Director stated he would check into it and that the leak is
scheduled to be fixed tomorrow.

¢) POLICE: January Calls for Service Log.

COUNCIL/MAYOR COMMENTS AND REPORTS:
Atchison thanked the maintenance crew and Kevin Heit for snow removal efforts.

Culley commented on the water leak at 7th and Madison, noting there were initial
issues determining whether the water was chlorinated. He stated those issues have
since been resolved through staff training. Culley also indicated he received several
comments from residents regarding why the leak had not yet been repaired and noted
that weather conditions have been a contributing factor. The Public Works Director
stated that the leak is scheduled to be repaired tomorrow.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

At 8:47 p.m., Atchison made the motion to enter into an executive session under the
attorney/client exception to the open meetings act to discuss matters that may be
deemed privileged in the attorney/client relationship for a period 10 minutes

returning to open session at 8:57 p.m. to discuss personnel issues. Heit seconded,
motion carried.

At 8:57 p.m. Council reconvened with no binding action taken.

At 8:59 p.m., Atchison made the motion to enter into an executive session under the
non-elected personnel exception to the open meetings act to protect the privacy and
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interest of the employee for a period of 10 minutes, returning to open session at 9:09
p.m. to include the City Clerk. Culley seconded; motion carried.

At 9:09 p.m., Council reconvened with no action taken.

At 9:13 p.m., Atchison made the motion to enter into an executive session under the
non-elected personnel exception to the open meetings act to protect the privacy and
interest of the employee for a period of 5 minutes, returning to open session at 9:18

p.m. to include the Public Works Director to discuss wages. Culley seconded; motion
carried.

At9:18 p.m., Council reconvened with Heit making the motion to give Randy Gregory
a .50 per hour raise as to tie in the duties of the Ordinance Enforcement Officer to his
regular job duties which then negates the existing contract for OEO duties.

At 9:20 p.m., Atchison made the motion to enter into an executive session under the
attorney/client exception to the open meetings act to discuss matters that may be
deemed privileged in the attorney/ client relationship for a period 5 minutes returning
to open session at 9:25 p.m. to discuss subdivisions. Culley seconded, motion carried.

At 9:25 p.m. Council reconvened with no binding action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Heit made the motion to adjourn to Monday, February 16, 2026 at
7:00 p.m. for regular meeting. Culley seconded; motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

City Clerk

Approved by the governing body on EiD( U A gj I Lﬂ| ZDZ—QQ .
Attest:
\@u 0 w

Julie Stutzman, CM City Clerk iy,
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